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1. General presentation of the received materials  
The competition for the academic position "Professor" was announced in the State Newspaper 

No. 56 of 19.07.2022 under the field of higher education 5 "Technical Sciences" and the professional 
field "Transport, Shipping and Aviation" for the needs of the "G. Benkovski" Air Force Academy. 

Within the legal deadline, documents for participation in the competition were submitted by one 
candidate - associate professor DSc Milen Atanasov Atanasov, who was admitted to participate in the 
competition. The applicant has submitted the necessary documents, namely: 

- Certified copy of diploma for educational and scientific degree "Doctor"; 
- Certified copy of a diploma for the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences"; 
- Reference-declaration for implementation of the minimum requirements for the academic 

position " professor"; 
- Published monograph; 
- Summaries of scientific works and publications; 
- Reference to the scientific and scientific applied contributions; 
- List and copies of scientific works. 
The submitted documents meet the requirements of the law and its rules. 
 
2. Overall assessment of the candidate and submitted materials  
Candidate Assoc. Prof. DSc Milen Atanasov participates in the competition with a monograph and 

23 published scientific papers. Two of them are published in a journal indexed in the international 
database Web of Science. The remaining 21 publications are published in non-refereed journals and 
peer-reviewed volumes. Eleven publications are independent, the candidate has one co-author in 7 
papers, in 4 publication he has two co-authors and in 1 publication he has three co-authors. In all 
publications, bibliographic sources are cited in good faith. I do not know facts that will question the 
authenticity of the works. The large number of independent publications gives me a reason to assume 
that his contribution to the works in which he is a co-author is at least equal to the others. 

The applicant has 41 citations -19 scientific papers are cited in 16 scientific publications and 
books. Nine citations are in the international database of Web of Science. Citations 12.2 and 13.19 
are so-called "cross" citations that should be avoided. 

The works accepted for the review, in which the candidate has participated, fully correspond to the 
professional field and the scientific specialty of the competition 



The implementation of the minimum requirements for the occupation of the academic position 
"Professor" is shown in the table below. The table shows that the candidate has fulfilled the minimum 
requirements for the occupation of the academic position "Professor". 
 
Group of 
indicators 

Requirements for an academic position 
"Associate Professor" 

Min. points Implementation 

А  PhD Thesis 50 50 
В DSc Thesis 100 100 
В Habilitation work 100 100 
C Scientific publications in issues that are indexed in 

world-renowned scientific databases 
 80 

 Scientific publications in issues with scientific 
review or in edited collective works 

 281.4 

 Total for indicator C 200 361.4 
D Citations or reviews in scientific publications, 

referred to and indexed in world-renowned 
scientific databases or in monographs and 
collective volumes 

 90 

 Citations in monographs and collective volumes 
with scientific peer review 

 99 

 Total for indicator D 100 189 
E DSc  40 
 Supervisor of defended PhD students  60 
 Published university textbook   93.3 

 Total for indicator E 150 193.3 
 
Assoc. Prof. Atanasov has many years of teaching experience. At the Air Force Academy, he 

taught consistently as an assistant, senior assistant and chief assistant professor since 2011. He 
gave lectures on the disciplines "Aviation targeting systems", "Weapon Control systems of training 
aircraft", "Aircraft weapon control systems", "External ballistics of aircraft", "Theoretical foundations of 
control and diagnostics" , "Theory of specialized aviation systems", "Theory of opto-electronic tracking 
systems" and "On-board information systems". He is the author of 4 co-authored textbooks, one of 
which is in English. He was a supervisor of four graduates who successfully defended their diploma 
theses.  

All this gives me reason to positively evaluate the pedagogical activity of the candidate. 
 
3. General analysis of the candidate's publications and research work 
The candidate participates in the competition with a monograph and 23 published scientific works. 

Two of the works are published in a journal indexed in the international database Web of Science. 
Seven of the publications are in English and the rest - in Bulgarian. Three scientific works have been 
published in scientific journals, and the rest - in collections of reports from scientific conferences. 

Assoc. Prof. Atanasov was the supervisor of two PhD theses with topics in the field of the 
competition. 

 
4. Significance of contributions to science and practice 
I define these contributions as significant for the research and teaching activities of the Avation 

Faculty and the Bulgarian Air Force Academy.  
The candidate has scientific contributions in the field of 
- Mathematical modeling of the combat use of air strike means [B1, C7.1, C7.2, C8.7, C8.8]. 
Applied scientific contributions are in the field of: 



- the theory of targeting and the accuracy of bombing [C8.2, 8.9, 8.11, 8.12, 8.13, 8.15, 8.20, 
8.21], 

- the navigation [C8.4,8.5, 8.6]. 
Applied contributions are in the field of: 
- the theory of targeting [C8.3, 8.14, 8.16, 8.17, 8.19, D23.1], 
- the navigation [C8.10], 
- the professional development of personnel with higher education [C8.18]. 
It is obvious that Mr. Atansov is a scientist with outstanding achievements in the field of combat 

use of aviation means for a hitting. 
 
5. Critical remarks and recommendations 
I have no significant remarks about the candidate's works.  
From the submitted reference-declaration, it can be seen that the candidate has no participation in 

scientific and educational projects. In the presented CV, the candidate participated as a contractor in 
one project. This gives me reason to recommend him to apply with his original methods, models and 
approaches in the field of combat use of aviation means of a hitting in FNI, European and NATO 
scientific programs. 

I recommend the candidate to expand his publication activity in Q1 and Q2 quartiles and impact 
factor journals. 

 
CONCLUSION 
Assoc. Prof. DSc Milen Atanasov participates in the competition with works, which meet the 

requirements for the academic position "Professor", provided for by the law and its rules. Based on 
the scientific works presented, their significance and the contributions contained in them I suggest 
Assoc. Professor Milen Atanasov Atanasov to take the academic position "Professor" in professional 
fields 5.5 "Transport, shipping and aviation" and a scientific specialty "Aircraft dynamics, ballistics and 
control". 
 
14.10.2022      Member of the Jury: 
             


